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My good practice & lesson learned


Author: Levinsky 
Institution:  Youth center - Informal Educational Setting
Country:  Israel
My good practice 
Description of the context: The youth center is an informal educational environment open daily to children from 13:00 to 22:00. The children are divided into groups by age, and each group has a young volunteer guide. In addition to them, other volunteers come from various walks of life. The youth center is a valuable educational framework. The children receive help with studies, enrichment, food, sports, and social activities there. The educational team provides a unique solution for each child while trying to strengthen his abilities, his diverse interests, and his relationship with the family and the community.
Description of your activities inspired by KIDS4ALLL: 
KIDS4ALLL provided an opportunity to create a heterogeneous group in terms of the age, nationality, language, culture, and interests of the children. During the pilot, we emphasized the authentic, personal, direct dialogue between the Buddies and between the adults accompanying the group and the group of children. It was an opportunity to speak out loud about social issues considered taboo, and in other formal settings, we were discouraged from talking about them. Such a dialogue revealed the children's attitudes and beliefs on immigration, citizenship, social justice, minority rights, and dealing with discrimination and alienation. Also, the instructors who accompanied the group deepened their knowledge about the children's worldview and helped deepen the intervention to promote the mental-social well-being of the children.


My lesson learned 
Success factors: Tightening interpersonal ties among the children and between the instructors and the children. Cultivating a positive and open atmosphere because the children felt they were being listened to and wanted to help and support.
Barriers: Mediation actions were required to create a safe environment where the children would feel comfortable sharing sensitive and controversial issues.
My suggestions for you:
Mediation actions were required to create a safe environment, where the children would feel comfortable sharing sensitive and controversial issues.
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