Citizenship

Let's explore children’s rights!

Are you interested in learning more about your rights?
Then this is the right place, as you will explore the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Get inspired to
apply your rights in your everyday life!

Discipline area Civic Education
Topic Citizenship
Estimated time 2h

If you go through the whole unit, you will

® be aware of what your rights as a child are
¢ explore how to use your rights in practice
® learn how to stand up for your rights

and also learn about:

¢ the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
Learning goals * the Committee on the Rights of the Child

Warm-up

Let's first check how much you know about your rights.

know.what - input & fun

1. Who is protected by child 2. When was the United Nations 3. Why do children have their
rights? Convention on the Rights of own rights?

i ?
@) Everyone under the age of 10 the Child created: @ To get all their wishes fulfilled

veryone under the age of 1 0 be allowed to decide when
0O Every derthe age of 18 @ 2001 © To be allowed to decide wh
® 1951 @ To be protected and
respected

4. Together with your buddy write down at least 6 rights you think you have as minors:
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Learn

1

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the main tool that guarantees the rights of every
person of any gender under the age of 18. CRC has been ratified” by 196 countries - nearly every single
country in the world. These countries can be held accountable to adhering to all the rules in CRC, which
span from the right to education to the right to participate and protection from violence, among others.
Look at the image on the next page.

Do some of the rights you listed before match with the rights protected by CRC? Which ones?

* Ratification: a country agrees to commit to implement an international treaty, like the CRC

2

The next step is to find out:
© Which of your rights are most often violated?

() Where these rights are violated - at school, at home, on the street, among friends, public places
such as shops, cinemas etc or somewhere else (please specify where)?

© Who violates those rights?

With your buddy conduct a real survey among your friends/schoolmates, using the above question and
make a list of the top 5 violated rights.

Present your findings to friends and family. Together discuss what can be done so that these rights are
respected.

1

In the next few days look around and identify when your rights are being respected or
violated. Write down your observations and after a week discuss them with your buddy,
friends and family.

2

Together with your buddy, choose an issue concerning your rights as children.
Create a drawing, a video, a poem or any other artwork which represents this issue or just write
a text.

3

Read the short comic and find out what is the Committee on the Rights of the Child:
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HOW THE
CONVENTION
WORKS

Correct answers
1B
2.B
3.C
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The committes isa
group of 18 experts in
children's righta who

come from all aver

the world. The
experts are

Thee Comimrdtios meoks thaes
Hirres peist vl In Geneva,
Switrerlond, o discums how
children’s rights ore being
prometod ard reipacied in
enoh country thot has signed

th Convention

Thaso meetings ore called
sessions. The Committes also
makes recommendations to
rach country on how thay can
irmprenve children's rights

independent and
salocted by
governmeants.

All children are rights
holdres and your
rights should be
protected by your

country,

You can decide how to
express your opinion: by
sending to the Committes a
written report, creating a
video, artwork, poems...or any
other format thot you like,

Create

4

Send your artwork or your text to them:

Mailing address
UNOG-OHCHR
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

E-mail
ohchr-crc@un.org

P G—— You can express your
gL 10 o your i on topics that arg
CoAGerna on the A rost redevant to you
situotion ol childmen's such os aducation,

health care, violance,
anwironemsant ar other.

This will halp tha
Cormrittes to make
recommendations to

your governmant on how
they con improve
children's rights.

Reflect

From the Convention on the Rights of the
Child pick one right that is most important
to you.

Create a postcard in which you recreate a
situation from your life in which this right
should always be respected.

When you are done, discuss what to
do, if this right is not respected. What
professional or local organization could
support you?




