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• a selection of languages and language families 
• hypothetical tree from phylolinguistic analyses (chiefly following Rama 2016 and Garrett 2018, adapted)

• branch lengths deliberate, not expressing actual time scale 
• numbers, countries/regions, and scripts chiefly taken from 'Ethnologue' (2022) and 'Glottolog' (2022)

• figures for the number of speakers given as:  
total world followed by first language speakers (L1) in parentheses (all figures approximate/rounded)

• ML (macrolanguage) and F (family) including x number of individual ISO 639-3 coded languages
* including the three most spoken High German languages:

 Alemannic (Swiss German), Standard German, and Bavarian (Austrian)  
** including Eastern Panjabi and Western Panjabi 
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 Greek

 Lithuanian

 Latvian

 Belarusian

 Ukrainian

 Bulgarian

 Slovenian

 Czech

 Slovak

 Pashto (Pushto)

 Baluchi

 Kurdish

 Tajik

 Romani

 Sinhala

 Nepali

 Bengali

 Panjabi**

 Welsh

 Irish
~600,000 • Latin
England (Wales)

 Italian

 Romanian

 French

 Occitan (Provençal)

 Catalan

 Portuguese

 Spanish

~9 (4) mill. • Latin
	 Spain (mainly Catalonia, Valencia, Balearic Islands), Andorra, France

~548 (475) mill. • Latin
Spain, Andorra, Gibraltar, the Americas etc.

~258 (232) mill. • Latin
Portugal, Brazil, Angola, Mozambique, Guinée Bissau etc.

~274 (80) mill. • Latin
worldwide

~7.3 (5.2) mill. • Latin
Slovakia, Czechia 

~13.5 (10.7) mill. • Latin
Czechia, Austria, Slovakia

~4 (1.5) mill. • Cyrillic 
Belarus 

~33 mill. • Cyrillic
Ukraine (+ neighboring countries) 

~8.2 mill. • Cyrillic
Bulgaria, Turkey, Ukraine 

~231 (70) mill. • Urdu (Perso-Arabic), Nastaliq 
Pakistan, India, Nepal

~8.2 mill. • Cyrillic
Tajikistan, China (Xinjiang), Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 

~25 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Perso-Arabic, Latin
Iraq (Kurdistan), NW Iran, E/SE Turkey, Syria

~1.2 mill. • Latin
Ireland

~2.2 mill. • Latin
Slovenia, Austria, Italy

~13.3 mill. • Greek
Greece, Cyprus, Albania

~3 mill. • Latin
Lithuania 

~1.7 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Latin
Latvia

~68 mill. • Latin
Italy, Romania, Croatia, San Marino, Slovenia, Switzerland

~24 mill. • Latin
Romania, Moldova, Ukraine

~54 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Arabic (Naskh, Nastaliq)
Afghanistan, Pakistan

~8.8 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Arabic (Nastaliq, Naskh), Latin, Cyrillic (Turkmenistan)
Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, United Arabic Emirates 

~273 (234) mill. • Bengali
Bangladesh, India 

~ 2.3 (1.6) mill. • ML 7 • Latin, Cyrillic
various minority languages, mainly Eastern Europe

~17.5 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Devanagari
Nepal, India (Sikkim, West Bengal)

~17.5 (15.5) mill. • Sinhala
Sri Lanka

~7 mill. • Perso-Arabic, Devanagari
Kashmir, Jammu  Kashmiri

 Hindi

 Urdu

 Sindhi

 Gujarati

 Marathi
~62 mill. • Gujarati

India (Gujarat), Tanzania

~99 (83) mill. • Devanagari
India (Maharashtra)

 Odia (Oriya)

 Assamese
~40 (34) mill. • Odia (Oriya)

India (Odisha)

~15.3 mill. • Bengali
India (Assam)

~118 mill. • Perso-Arabic (Pakistan), Gurmukhi, Devanagari (India)
E Pakistan, NW India (Panjab)

~602 (344) mill. • Devanagari
India, Nepal

~33 mill. • Perso-Arabic (Pakistan), Devanagari, Gurmukhi (India)
Pakistan (Sindh), India (Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh)

 Bhojpuri
~52 mill. • Devanagari

India, Nepal 

 Walloon

~200,000 • Latin
	 France, Italy, Spain (NW Catalonia), Monaco

 Icelandic

 Norwegian

 Swedish

 Danish

 Dutch

 German*

 Afrikaans

~13 (10) mill. • Latin
Sweden, Finland, Åland Islands

~5.3 mill. • Latin
Norway

~5.6 mill. • Latin
Denmark, Greenland, Faroe Islands, Germany (Schleswig-Holstein)

~24.4 mill. • Latin
Netherlands, Belgium (Flanders), Suriname, Dutch Caribbean

~17.6 (7.3) mill. • Latin
South Africa

 English

~156 mill. • Latin
Germany, Austria, Switzerland

~1452 (373) mill. • Latin
worldwide

~330,000 • Latin
Iceland

~260 (154) mill. • Cyrillic
Russia (+ neighboring countries)  Russian

 Polish
~41 mill. • Latin

Poland 

 Albanian
~6 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Latin, Greek

Albania, Serbia, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo

 Armenian
~5.4 mill. • F 2 • Armenian
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran

~600,000 • Latin
Belgium (Wallonia)

 Serbo-Croatian
~18.8 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Latin, Cyrillic

Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro

 Breton
~200,000 • Latin

France (Brittany)
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indo-
aryan

iranian

indo-
iranian

germanic

balto-
slavic

celtic

italic

 Persian (Farsi)
~66 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Perso-Arabic

Iran, Afghanistan (Dari), Pakistan (Dari)

 Macedonian
~1.7 mill. • Cyrillic
North Macedonia

         

 Uralic

 Dravidian

 African

 Indo-European

 Afro-Asiatic

 Caucasian

 Transeurasian

 Kra-Dai

 Sino-Tibetan

 Austronesian

 Austroasiatic

 American

 Hmong-Mien
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PART II: American, Transeurasian, Sino-Tibetan, Hmong-Mien, Kra-Dai, Austro-Asiatic, Austronesian
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• a selection of languages and language families 

• hypothetical tree from phylolinguistic analyses (Duda/Zrzavýa 2019, Zhang et al. 2019, Sagart et al. 2019, Robbeets/Bouckaert 2018, adapted)
• branch lengths deliberate, not expressing actual time scale 

• numbers, countries/regions, and scripts chiefly taken from 'Ethnologue' (2022) and 'Glottolog' (2022)
• figures for the number of speakers given as: total world followed by first language speakers (L1) in parentheses (all figures approximate/rounded)

• ML (macrolanguage) and F (family) including x number of individual ISO 639-3 coded languages 
* cluster of 78 languages belonging to several branches of the Tibeto-Burman language family, spoken by the Kuki (Chin) 

and Naga people of W Myanmar and Nagaland (NE India)
** including Eastern, Eastern Gorkha, and Western Tamang

*** including Central, Amdo, and Khams Tibetan 
**** cluster of 26 single languages of diverse branches of Malayo-Polynesian spoken by Dayak people; not constituting a homogeneous language family

1 UCAS (Unified Canadian Aboriginal Syllabics script)

Selected References
Duda P, Zrzavýa J (2019) In: Sahle Y et al. (eds) Modern Human Origins and Dispersal. Kerns Verlag Tübingen

Eberhard DM et al. (eds.) (2022) Ethnologue: Languages of the World, 25th edn., 3 Vols., SLI 
Gray RD, Drummond AJ, Greenhill S (2009) Science 323: 479–483, Fig. S5

Hammarström H et al. (2022) Glottolog 4.5, Jena: MPI for the Science of Human History
Jaeger G, Wichmann S (2016) In: Roberts SG et al. (eds) The Evolution of Language: Proc. 11th Intl. Conf. EVOLANG11

Robbeets M, Bouckaert R (2018) J Lang Evol 3(2): 145–162
Sagart L et al. (2019) PNAS 116: 10317–10322

Savelyev A, Robbeets M (2020) J Lang Evol 5(1): 39–53
Zhang M et al. (2019) Nature 569: 112–115

THEODOR C. H. COLE, Dipl. rer. nat., FU Berlin, Germany & ERIKA SIEBERT-COLE, M.A., Heidelberg, Germany

 Japanese

 Mongolian

 Tungusic

 Yakut

 Azerbaijani

 Turkmen

 Turkish			    

 Uyghur

 Uzbek

 Mandarin Chinese

 Thai

 Lao

 Amis

 Tagalog

 Malay

 Indonesian

 Javanese

 Malagasy

 Maori

~82 mill. • Hangeul, Hanja
Korean Peninsula, China

~125 mill. • Hiragana, Katakana, Kanji
Japan

 Dayak****

 Karenic

 Fijian
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 Kuki-Chin-Naga*
 Sal

 Magar

 Tamang**
 Tibetan***
 Ngwi / Loloish

 Burmese

 Yue Chinese (Cantonese)

A
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~24 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Nastaliq-Arabic (Iran), Latin (Azerbaijan), Naskh-Arabic (Iraq)
Iran, Azerbaijan, Iraq

~88 mill. • Latin
Turkey, Bulgaria, Cyprus

~32 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Cyrillic, Latin (Uzbekistan), Naskh-Arabic (Afghanistan)
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan

~10 mill. • Naskh-Arabic, Latin (China), Cyrillic (Kazakhstan)
NW China (Xinjiang), Kazakhstan

~770,000 • F 6 • Latin
Fiji

~160,000 • Latin
New Zealand

~200 (44) mill. • Latin
Indonesia

~82 mill. (L1) • ML 36 • Latin
Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore

~4.4 mill. • Latin
 Indonesia (Kalimantan), Malaysia (Sarawak)

~18 mill. (L1) • ML 10 • Latin
Madagascar

 Zhuang
~61 (21) mill. • Thai

Thailand, Vietnam, China

~4.5 mill. • Lao
Laos

kra-dai

austro-
nesian

~5.3 mill. • F 19 • Myanmar, Thai, Kayah Li (Kayah), Latin
SE Myanmar, W Thailand
~7.2 mill. •  Latin, Bengali

W Myanmar, NE India (Nagaland, Assam)

~8.3 mill. • F 93 • Yi, Latin, Miao, Myanmar 
S China (Yunnan, Sichuan), Thailand, Myanmar 

~43 (33) mill. • Myanmar
Myanmar

~1.6 mill. • Devanagari, Tibetan
Nepal, India (Sikkim, West Bengal)

~4.4 mill. • Tibetan, Marchen, Phags-pa
SW China, N India

trans-
eurasian

 Hmong-Mien (Miao-Yao)hmong- 
mien

sino- 
tibetan

 Kyrgyz

 Tatar

 Kazakh
~5 mill. • Cyrillic, Naskh-Arabic  

Kyrgyzstan, NW China
~5.3 mill. • Cyrillic, Latin

Russia (Tatarstan)

~13 mill. • Cyrillic (Kazakhstan), Naskh-Arabic 
Kazakhstan, NW China, Uzbekistan

 Min Chinese

 Wu Chinese

 Hakka Chinese

 Gan Chinese
~22 mill. • Han

C/SE China

~78 mill. • Han, Bopomofo (Taiwan)
SE China, Taiwan

~86 mill. • Han
SE China

~44 mill. • Han
S China

         
 Uralic

 Dravidian

 African

 Indo-European

 Afro-Asiatic

 Caucasian

 Transeurasian

 Kra-Dai

 Sino-Tibetan

 Austronesian

 Austroasiatic

 Khmer

 Vietnamese A
A

~85 mill. • Latin
Vietnam, Cambodia

~18 mill. • Khmer
Cambodia, Vietnam

austro-
asiatic

 American

A
M
E
R
I
C
A
N

 Eskimo-Aleut

 Mapudungun/Mapuche

 Mayan

 Aymara

 Mískito

 Quechuan

 Navajo

 Yanomaman

 Aztec/Nahuatl 

~110,000 • F 10 • Latin, UCAS1, Cyrillic
Greenland, N Canada, USA (Alaska) 

~167,000 • Latin
SW USA

~260,000 • Latin
South-Central Chile, West-Central Argentina

~1.7 mill. • F 29 • Latin
Central Mexico

~1.7 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Latin
Bolivia, Peru, Chile 

~6.5 mill. • F 30 • Latin
Guatemala, Mexico (Yucatan)

 Otomanguean

 Guaraní
~6.7 mill. (L1) • ML 5 • Latin

Paraguay, Bolivia, Brazil
~27,000 • F 5 • Latin

Venezuela, Brazil

american

 Hmong-Mien

~82 mill. • Han
E China

~7.2 mill. (L1) • ML 42 • Latin
Central Andes (Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador)

~143,000 • Latin
NE Nicaragua, E Honduras

~1.7 mill. • F 179 • Latin
Central Mexico, Nicaragua

~54,000 • F 11 • Cyrillic, Mongolian 
NE China, Russia (Siberia)

~6 mill. • ML 2 • Cyrillic, Mongolian 
Mongolia, Russia, China

~6.6 mill. • Cyrillic, Latin (Turkmenistan), Naskh-Arabic (Afghanistan, Iran) 
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Iran

~500,000 • Cyrillic
 Russia (Yakutia)

~1120 (920) mill. • Han, Bopomofo (Taiwan)
China, Taiwan, Singapore

~6 mill. • F 28 • Bengali, Devanagari, Latin  
NE India (Assam, Nagaland), Myanmar, Bangladesh

~500,000 • Akkha, Devanagari
W Nepal, India (Sikkim)

~15 mill. (L1) • ML 16 • Han, Latin
S China, N Vietnam

~10 mill. • F 39 • Han, Latin, Lao, Thai, and unwritten 
SE China, Laos, Vietnam

~68.3 mill. • Latin
Indonesia (Java)

~110,000 • Latin
Taiwan

~28 mill. • Latin
Philippines, USA, Canada

H
M
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• a selection of languages and language families 
• hypothetical tree from phylolinguistic analyses (see References below; adapted)

• branch lengths deliberate, not expressing actual time scale 
• numbers, countries/regions, and scripts chiefly taken from 'Ethnologue' and 'Glottolog'

• figures for the number of speakers given as:  
total world followed by first language speakers (L1) in parentheses (all figures approximate/rounded)

• ML (macrolanguage) and F (family) including x number of individual ISO 639-3 coded languages
* according to recent historical linguistic research the Khoisan languages do not constitute a single family with  

genetically related lineages (see Güldemann 2014)  
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 Songhay			     

 Maasai

 Teso (Ateso)

 Malayalam

 Arabic

 Hebrew

 Tamazight

 Kabyle

 Tamashek

 Tigrinya

 Amharic

 Tachelhit
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 Tamil
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 Luo (Dholuo)

 Dinka

 Kanuri

         

 Uralic

 Dravidian

 African

 Indo-European

 Afro-Asiatic

 Caucasian

 Transeurasian

 Kra-Dai

 Sino-Tibetan

 Austronesian

 Austroasiatic

 American

 Khoe-Kwadi

 Fulah

 Kikuyu

 Swahili

 Akan

 Wolof

 Kx′a

 Zulu

 Yoruba

~360,000 • F 11 • Latin, unwritten
Botswana, Namibia, South Africa

~77,000 • F 4 • Latin, unwritten
Namibia, Angola, Botswana

 Igbo

 Xhosa

khoisan*

 Hmong-Mien

A
F
R
I
C
A
N Bambara (Bamanankan)

 Dyula (Jula)

 Nenets				        

U
R
A
L
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 Hungarian

 Udmurt

 Komi

 Mari

 Erzya

 Moksha

 Saami			     

 Finnish

 Estonian

 Karelian

~22,000 • Cyrillic
NW Russia (NW Siberia, Kanin Peninsula to Yenisei River)

~1.2 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Latin
Estonia, Finland

~5.7 mill. • Latin
Finland, NW Russia, Sweden

~30,000 • Latin
Russia (Karelia, Tver), Finland

~30,000 • F 9 • Latin
Sweden, Norway, Finland (Lapland), NW Russia

~133,000 • Cyrillic
CW Russia (Mordovia)

~360,000 • Cyrillic
CW Russia (Mordovia)

~513,000 (L1) • ML 2 • Cyrillic, Latin
CW Russia (Mari, Vyatka river basin)

~220,000 (L1) • ML 2 • Cyrillic
NW Russia (Komi)

~340,000 • Cyrillic
CW Russia (Udmurtia, Tatarstan)

~13 mill. • Latin
Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Serbia, Ukraine

finnic

mordvin

permic

ugric

samoyed

 Georgian

 Avar

 Ingush

 Wolaytta

 Somali

 Oromo
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 Mandingo
~8.8 mill. (L1) • ML 6 • Latin, Arabic, Ajami, N'Ko

Guinea, Senegal, Mali, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone

~14 (4) mill. • Latin, N'Ko
Mali

~12.5 (2.2) mill. • Latin, Arabic, N'Ko
Côte d'Ivoire, Burkina Faso

~28 (12) mill. • Latin
South Africa, Lesotho

~8.1 mill. • Latin
Kenya

~31 mill. • Latin
Nigeria

~12 (6) mill. • Latin, Arabic, Wolofal
Senegal, Mauretania

niger-
congo

~1.9 mill. • Latin
Kenya, Tanzania

~4.2 mill. (L1) • ML 5 • Latin
South Sudan

 Hausa

~6.8 mill. • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh
Algeria

~4.8 mill. • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh 
Morocco

	 ~5 mill. • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh
Morocco

~1.7 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh (Shifinagh)
Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Algeria, Libya

~10 mill. • Ethiopic (Ge'ez)
Ethiopia, Eritrea

~9 (6) mill. • Hebrew
Israel

~22 mill. • Latin
Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya

~37 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Latin
Ethiopia, Kenya

~800,000 • Cyrillic
Russia (Dagestan), Azerbaijan

~300,000 • Cyrillic, Latin, Arabic
Russia (Ingushetia, Chechnya, Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia-Alania), Kazakhstan

~2 mill. • Cyrillic, Latin, Arabic
Russia (Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia-Alania), Turkey, Jordan, Syria

 Kannada
~59 (44) mill. • Kannada

SW India

~37 mill. • Malayalam, Arabic
SW India

~86 (78) mill. • Tamil
SE India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia

berber

chadic

semitic

omotic

cushitic

 Kabardian

nakh- 
dagesta-

nian

kartvelian

abkhaz- 
adyghe

atlantic

mande

bantu

benue- 
congo

 volta-
congo

nilo- 
saharan

nilotic

saharan

caucasian

uralic

dravidian

~4 mill. • Georgian
Georgia, Turkey, Iran

~35 mill.  (L1) • ML 9 • Latin, Arabic, Ajami, Adlam
Nigeria, Guinea, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Cameroon, Benin, Côte d'Ivoire

~46 mill. • Latin
Nigeria, Benin

~9.3 mill. • Latin
Ghana

~83 (18) mill. • Latin
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, DR Congo

~19.2 (8.2) mill. • Latin
South Africa, Zimbabwe

 proto-
volta-
congo

~2.8 mill. • Latin
Uganda, Kenya

~5.3 mill. • Latin
Kenya, Tanzania

~5.5 mill. • F 10 • Latin, Arabic, Tifinagh
Niger, Mali, Benin

~8.8 (L1) mill. • ML 3 • Latin
Nigeria, Niger, Chad

~2.4 mill. • Latin, Ethiopic (Ge'ez)
Ethiopia

~362 mill. (L1) • ML 30 • Arabic
North Africa, Arabian Peninsula

~57 (32) mill. • Ethiopic (Ge'ez)
Ethiopia

~77 (51) mill. • Latin, Arabic, Ajami
Nigeria, Niger

 Chechen
~1.5 mill. • Cyrillic

Russia (Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia)

 Gondi

 Telugu
~2.4 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Telugu, Devanagari

SC India

~96 (83) mill. • Telugu
SE India

south
dravidian

i 

south
dravidian

i i

saami

mari

 afro- 
asiatic

 indo- 
european see PART I
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▼

see 
PART II
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