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• a selection of languages and language families 
• hypothetical tree from phylolinguistic analyses (chiefly following Rama 2016 and Garrett 2018, adapted)

• branch lengths deliberate, not expressing actual time scale 
• numbers, countries/regions, and scripts chiefly taken from 'Ethnologue' (2022) and 'Glottolog' (2022)

• figures for the number of speakers given as:  
total world followed by first language speakers (L1) in parentheses (all figures approximate/rounded)

• ML (macrolanguage) and F (family) including x number of individual ISO 639-3 coded languages
* including the three most spoken High German languages:

 Alemannic (Swiss German), Standard German, and Bavarian (Austrian)  
** including Eastern Panjabi and Western Panjabi 
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 Greek

 Lithuanian

 Latvian

 BeLarusian

 ukrainian

 BuLGarian

 sLovenian

 CzeCh

 sLovak

 Pashto (Pushto)

 BaLuChi

 kurdish

 tajik

 romani

 sinhaLa

 nePaLi

 BenGaLi

 PanjaBi**

 WeLsh

 irish
~600,000 • Latin
England (Wales)

 itaLian

 romanian

 FrenCh

 oCCitan (ProvençaL)

 CataLan

 PortuGuese

 sPanish

~9 (4) mill. • Latin
 Spain (mainly Catalonia, Valencia, Balearic Islands), Andorra, France

~548 (475) mill. • Latin
Spain, Andorra, Gibraltar, the Americas etc.

~258 (232) mill. • Latin
Portugal, Brazil, Angola, Mozambique, Guinée Bissau etc.

~274 (80) mill. • Latin
worldwide

~7.3 (5.2) mill. • Latin
Slovakia, Czechia 

~13.5 (10.7) mill. • Latin
Czechia, Austria, Slovakia

~4 (1.5) mill. • Cyrillic 
Belarus 

~33 mill. • Cyrillic
Ukraine (+ neighboring countries) 

~8.2 mill. • Cyrillic
Bulgaria, Turkey, Ukraine 

~231 (70) mill. • Urdu (Perso-Arabic), Nastaliq 
Pakistan, India, Nepal

~8.2 mill. • Cyrillic
Tajikistan, China (Xinjiang), Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 

~25 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Perso-Arabic, Latin
Iraq (Kurdistan), NW Iran, E/SE Turkey, Syria

~1.2 mill. • Latin
Ireland

~2.2 mill. • Latin
Slovenia, Austria, Italy

~13.3 mill. • Greek
Greece, Cyprus, Albania

~3 mill. • Latin
Lithuania 

~1.7 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Latin
Latvia

~68 mill. • Latin
Italy, Romania, Croatia, San Marino, Slovenia, Switzerland

~24 mill. • Latin
Romania, Moldova, Ukraine

~54 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Arabic (Naskh, Nastaliq)
Afghanistan, Pakistan

~8.8 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Arabic (Nastaliq, Naskh), Latin, Cyrillic (Turkmenistan)
Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, United Arabic Emirates 

~273 (234) mill. • Bengali
Bangladesh, India 

~ 2.3 (1.6) mill. • ML 7 • Latin, Cyrillic
various minority languages, mainly Eastern Europe

~17.5 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Devanagari
Nepal, India (Sikkim, West Bengal)

~17.5 (15.5) mill. • Sinhala
Sri Lanka

~7 mill. • Perso-Arabic, Devanagari
Kashmir, Jammu  kashmiri

 Hindi

 urdu

 sindhi

 Gujarati

 marathi
~62 mill. • Gujarati

India (Gujarat), Tanzania

~99 (83) mill. • Devanagari
India (Maharashtra)

 odia (oriya)

 assamese
~40 (34) mill. • Odia (Oriya)

India (Odisha)

~15.3 mill. • Bengali
India (Assam)

~118 mill. • Perso-Arabic (Pakistan), Gurmukhi, Devanagari (India)
E Pakistan, NW India (Panjab)

~602 (344) mill. • Devanagari
India, Nepal

~33 mill. • Perso-Arabic (Pakistan), Devanagari, Gurmukhi (India)
Pakistan (Sindh), India (Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh)

 BhojPuri
~52 mill. • Devanagari

India, Nepal 

 WaLLoon

~200,000 • Latin
 France, Italy, Spain (NW Catalonia), Monaco

 iCeLandiC

 norWeGian

 sWedish

 danish

 dutCh

 German*

 aFrikaans

~13 (10) mill. • Latin
Sweden, Finland, Åland Islands

~5.3 mill. • Latin
Norway

~5.6 mill. • Latin
Denmark, Greenland, Faroe Islands, Germany (Schleswig-Holstein)

~24.4 mill. • Latin
Netherlands, Belgium (Flanders), Suriname, Dutch Caribbean

~17.6 (7.3) mill. • Latin
South Africa

 EnGLish

~156 mill. • Latin
Germany, Austria, Switzerland

~1452 (373) mill. • Latin
worldwide

~330,000 • Latin
Iceland

~260 (154) mill. • Cyrillic
Russia (+ neighboring countries)  Russian

 PoLish
~41 mill. • Latin

Poland 

 aLBanian
~6 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Latin, Greek

Albania, Serbia, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo

 armenian
~5.4 mill. • F 2 • Armenian
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran

~600,000 • Latin
Belgium (Wallonia)

 serBo-Croatian
~18.8 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Latin, Cyrillic

Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro

 Breton
~200,000 • Latin

France (Brittany)
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iranian

indo-
iranian

GermaniC

BaLto-
sLaviC

CeLtiC

itaLiC

 Persian (Farsi)
~66 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Perso-Arabic

Iran, Afghanistan (Dari), Pakistan (Dari)

 maCedonian
~1.7 mill. • Cyrillic
North Macedonia

         

 uraLiC

 dravidian

 aFriCan

 indo-euroPean

 aFro-asiatiC

 CauCasian

 transeurasian

 kra-dai

 sino-tiBetan

 austronesian

 austroasiatiC

 ameriCan

 hmonG-mien
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• a selection of languages and language families 

• hypothetical tree from phylolinguistic analyses (Duda/Zrzavýa 2019, Zhang et al. 2019, Sagart et al. 2019, Robbeets/Bouckaert 2018, adapted)
• branch lengths deliberate, not expressing actual time scale 

• numbers, countries/regions, and scripts chiefly taken from 'Ethnologue' (2022) and 'Glottolog' (2022)
• figures for the number of speakers given as: total world followed by first language speakers (L1) in parentheses (all figures approximate/rounded)

• ML (macrolanguage) and F (family) including x number of individual ISO 639-3 coded languages 
* cluster of 78 languages belonging to several branches of the Tibeto-Burman language family, spoken by the Kuki (Chin) 

and Naga people of W Myanmar and Nagaland (NE India)
** including Eastern, Eastern Gorkha, and Western Tamang

*** including Central, Amdo, and Khams Tibetan 
**** cluster of 26 single languages of diverse branches of Malayo-Polynesian spoken by Dayak people; not constituting a homogeneous language family

1 UCAS (Unified Canadian Aboriginal Syllabics script)
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 Japanese

 Mongolian

 Tungusic

 YaKuT

 azerbaiJani

 TurKMen

 TurKish     

 uYghur

 uzbeK

 Mandarin chinese

 Thai

 lao

 aMis

 Tagalog

 MalaY

 indonesian

 Javanese

 MalagasY

 Maori

~82 mill. • Hangeul, Hanja
Korean Peninsula, China

~125 mill. • Hiragana, Katakana, Kanji
Japan

 daYaK****

 Karenic

 FiJian
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 KuKi-chin-naga*
 sal

 Magar

 TaMang**
 TibeTan***
 ngwi / loloish

 burMese

 Yue chinese (canTonese)

A
U
S
T
R
O
N
E
S
I
A
N

K
D

S
I
N
O
-
T
I
B
E
T
A
N

~24 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Nastaliq-Arabic (Iran), Latin (Azerbaijan), Naskh-Arabic (Iraq)
Iran, Azerbaijan, Iraq

~88 mill. • Latin
Turkey, Bulgaria, Cyprus

~32 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Cyrillic, Latin (Uzbekistan), Naskh-Arabic (Afghanistan)
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan

~10 mill. • Naskh-Arabic, Latin (China), Cyrillic (Kazakhstan)
NW China (Xinjiang), Kazakhstan

~770,000 • F 6 • Latin
Fiji

~160,000 • Latin
New Zealand

~200 (44) mill. • Latin
Indonesia

~82 mill. (L1) • ML 36 • Latin
Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore

~4.4 mill. • Latin
 Indonesia (Kalimantan), Malaysia (Sarawak)

~18 mill. (L1) • ML 10 • Latin
Madagascar

 Zhuang
~61 (21) mill. • Thai

Thailand, Vietnam, China

~4.5 mill. • Lao
Laos

Kra-dai

ausTro-
nesian

~5.3 mill. • F 19 • Myanmar, Thai, Kayah Li (Kayah), Latin
SE Myanmar, W Thailand
~7.2 mill. •  Latin, Bengali

W Myanmar, NE India (Nagaland, Assam)

~8.3 mill. • F 93 • Yi, Latin, Miao, Myanmar 
S China (Yunnan, Sichuan), Thailand, Myanmar 

~43 (33) mill. • Myanmar
Myanmar

~1.6 mill. • Devanagari, Tibetan
Nepal, India (Sikkim, West Bengal)

~4.4 mill. • Tibetan, Marchen, Phags-pa
SW China, N India

Trans-
eurasian

 hMong-Mien (Miao-Yao)hMong- 
Mien

sino- 
TibeTan

 KYrgYz

 TaTar

 KazaKh
~5 mill. • Cyrillic, Naskh-Arabic  

Kyrgyzstan, NW China
~5.3 mill. • Cyrillic, Latin

Russia (Tatarstan)

~13 mill. • Cyrillic (Kazakhstan), Naskh-Arabic 
Kazakhstan, NW China, Uzbekistan

 Min chinese

 wu chinese

 haKKa chinese

 gan chinese
~22 mill. • Han

C/SE China

~78 mill. • Han, Bopomofo (Taiwan)
SE China, Taiwan

~86 mill. • Han
SE China

~44 mill. • Han
S China

         
 uralic

 dravidian

 aFrican

 indo-european

 aFro-asiaTic

 caucasian

 Transeurasian

 Kra-dai

 sino-TibeTan

 ausTronesian

 ausTroasiaTic

 KhMer

 vieTnaMese A
A

~85 mill. • Latin
Vietnam, Cambodia

~18 mill. • Khmer
Cambodia, Vietnam

ausTro-
asiaTic

 aMerican

A
M
E
R
I
C
A
N

 esKiMo-aleuT

 Mapudungun/Mapuche

 MaYan

 aYMara

 MísKiTo

 Quechuan

 navaJo

 YanoMaMan

 azTec/nahuaTl 

~110,000 • F 10 • Latin, UCAS1, Cyrillic
Greenland, N Canada, USA (Alaska) 

~167,000 • Latin
SW USA

~260,000 • Latin
South-Central Chile, West-Central Argentina

~1.7 mill. • F 29 • Latin
Central Mexico

~1.7 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Latin
Bolivia, Peru, Chile 

~6.5 mill. • F 30 • Latin
Guatemala, Mexico (Yucatan)

 oToManguean

 guaraní
~6.7 mill. (L1) • ML 5 • Latin

Paraguay, Bolivia, Brazil
~27,000 • F 5 • Latin

Venezuela, Brazil

aMerican

 hMong-Mien

~82 mill. • Han
E China

~7.2 mill. (L1) • ML 42 • Latin
Central Andes (Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador)

~143,000 • Latin
NE Nicaragua, E Honduras

~1.7 mill. • F 179 • Latin
Central Mexico, Nicaragua

~54,000 • F 11 • Cyrillic, Mongolian 
NE China, Russia (Siberia)

~6 mill. • ML 2 • Cyrillic, Mongolian 
Mongolia, Russia, China

~6.6 mill. • Cyrillic, Latin (Turkmenistan), Naskh-Arabic (Afghanistan, Iran) 
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Iran

~500,000 • Cyrillic
 Russia (Yakutia)

~1120 (920) mill. • Han, Bopomofo (Taiwan)
China, Taiwan, Singapore

~6 mill. • F 28 • Bengali, Devanagari, Latin  
NE India (Assam, Nagaland), Myanmar, Bangladesh

~500,000 • Akkha, Devanagari
W Nepal, India (Sikkim)

~15 mill. (L1) • ML 16 • Han, Latin
S China, N Vietnam

~10 mill. • F 39 • Han, Latin, Lao, Thai, and unwritten 
SE China, Laos, Vietnam

~68.3 mill. • Latin
Indonesia (Java)

~110,000 • Latin
Taiwan

~28 mill. • Latin
Philippines, USA, Canada

H
M
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• a selection of languages and language families 
• hypothetical tree from phylolinguistic analyses (see References below; adapted)

• branch lengths deliberate, not expressing actual time scale 
• numbers, countries/regions, and scripts chiefly taken from 'Ethnologue' and 'Glottolog'

• figures for the number of speakers given as:  
total world followed by first language speakers (L1) in parentheses (all figures approximate/rounded)

• ML (macrolanguage) and F (family) including x number of individual ISO 639-3 coded languages
* according to recent historical linguistic research the Khoisan languages do not constitute a single family with  

genetically related lineages (see Güldemann 2014)  
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 Songhay     

 MaaSai

 TeSo (aTeSo)

 MalayalaM

 arabic

 hebrew

 TaMazighT

 Kabyle

 TaMaSheK

 Tigrinya

 aMharic

 TachelhiT
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 luo (Dholuo)

 DinKa

 Kanuri

         

 uralic

 DraviDian

 african

 inDo-european

 afro-aSiaTic

 caucaSian

 TranSeuraSian

 Kra-Dai

 Sino-TibeTan

 auSTroneSian

 auSTroaSiaTic

 aMerican

 Khoe-KwaDi

 fulah

 KiKuyu

 Swahili

 aKan

 wolof

 Kx′a

 zulu

 yoruba

~360,000 • F 11 • Latin, unwritten
Botswana, Namibia, South Africa

~77,000 • F 4 • Latin, unwritten
Namibia, Angola, Botswana

 igbo

 xhoSa

KhoiSan*

 hMong-Mien

A
F
R
I
C
A
N baMbara (baMananKan)

 Dyula (Jula)

 neneTS        

U
R
A
L
I
C

 hungarian

 uDMurT

 KoMi

 Mari

 erzya

 MoKSha

 SaaMi     

 finniSh

 eSTonian

 Karelian

~22,000 • Cyrillic
NW Russia (NW Siberia, Kanin Peninsula to Yenisei River)

~1.2 mill. (L1) • ML 2 • Latin
Estonia, Finland

~5.7 mill. • Latin
Finland, NW Russia, Sweden

~30,000 • Latin
Russia (Karelia, Tver), Finland

~30,000 • F 9 • Latin
Sweden, Norway, Finland (Lapland), NW Russia

~133,000 • Cyrillic
CW Russia (Mordovia)

~360,000 • Cyrillic
CW Russia (Mordovia)

~513,000 (L1) • ML 2 • Cyrillic, Latin
CW Russia (Mari, Vyatka river basin)

~220,000 (L1) • ML 2 • Cyrillic
NW Russia (Komi)

~340,000 • Cyrillic
CW Russia (Udmurtia, Tatarstan)

~13 mill. • Latin
Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Serbia, Ukraine

finnic

MorDvin

perMic

ugric

SaMoyeD

 georgian

 avar

 inguSh

 wolayTTa

 SoMali

 oroMo
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 ManDingo
~8.8 mill. (L1) • ML 6 • Latin, Arabic, Ajami, N'Ko

Guinea, Senegal, Mali, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone

~14 (4) mill. • Latin, N'Ko
Mali

~12.5 (2.2) mill. • Latin, Arabic, N'Ko
Côte d'Ivoire, Burkina Faso

~28 (12) mill. • Latin
South Africa, Lesotho

~8.1 mill. • Latin
Kenya

~31 mill. • Latin
Nigeria

~12 (6) mill. • Latin, Arabic, Wolofal
Senegal, Mauretania

niger-
congo

~1.9 mill. • Latin
Kenya, Tanzania

~4.2 mill. (L1) • ML 5 • Latin
South Sudan

 hauSa

~6.8 mill. • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh
Algeria

~4.8 mill. • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh 
Morocco

 ~5 mill. • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh
Morocco

~1.7 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Arabic, Latin, Tifinagh (Shifinagh)
Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Algeria, Libya

~10 mill. • Ethiopic (Ge'ez)
Ethiopia, Eritrea

~9 (6) mill. • Hebrew
Israel

~22 mill. • Latin
Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya

~37 mill. (L1) • ML 4 • Latin
Ethiopia, Kenya

~800,000 • Cyrillic
Russia (Dagestan), Azerbaijan

~300,000 • Cyrillic, Latin, Arabic
Russia (Ingushetia, Chechnya, Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia-Alania), Kazakhstan

~2 mill. • Cyrillic, Latin, Arabic
Russia (Kabardino-Balkaria, North Ossetia-Alania), Turkey, Jordan, Syria

 KannaDa
~59 (44) mill. • Kannada

SW India

~37 mill. • Malayalam, Arabic
SW India

~86 (78) mill. • Tamil
SE India, Sri Lanka, Malaysia

berber

chaDic

SeMiTic

oMoTic

cuShiTic

 KabarDian

naKh- 
DageSTa-

nian

KarTvelian

abKhaz- 
aDyghe

aTlanTic

ManDe

banTu

benue- 
congo

 volTa-
congo

nilo- 
Saharan

niloTic

Saharan

caucaSian

uralic

DraviDian

~4 mill. • Georgian
Georgia, Turkey, Iran

~35 mill.  (L1) • ML 9 • Latin, Arabic, Ajami, Adlam
Nigeria, Guinea, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Cameroon, Benin, Côte d'Ivoire

~46 mill. • Latin
Nigeria, Benin

~9.3 mill. • Latin
Ghana

~83 (18) mill. • Latin
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, DR Congo

~19.2 (8.2) mill. • Latin
South Africa, Zimbabwe

 proTo-
volTa-
congo

~2.8 mill. • Latin
Uganda, Kenya

~5.3 mill. • Latin
Kenya, Tanzania

~5.5 mill. • F 10 • Latin, Arabic, Tifinagh
Niger, Mali, Benin

~8.8 (L1) mill. • ML 3 • Latin
Nigeria, Niger, Chad

~2.4 mill. • Latin, Ethiopic (Ge'ez)
Ethiopia

~362 mill. (L1) • ML 30 • Arabic
North Africa, Arabian Peninsula

~57 (32) mill. • Ethiopic (Ge'ez)
Ethiopia

~77 (51) mill. • Latin, Arabic, Ajami
Nigeria, Niger

 chechen
~1.5 mill. • Cyrillic

Russia (Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia)

 gonDi

 Telugu
~2.4 mill. (L1) • ML 3 • Telugu, Devanagari

SC India

~96 (83) mill. • Telugu
SE India

SouTh
DraviDian

i 

SouTh
DraviDian

i i

SaaMi

Mari

 afro- 
aSiaTic

 inDo- 
european See pART i
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▼
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pART ii
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